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pergtt adulti analfabeti was officially founded, and entrusted with
the instruction of illiterate adults and children of the dispersed
population. This Ente was replaced in 1921 by the Opera contro
ranalfabetismo, which had as its branches several associations
formed under the impulse of Cena's followers, such as the Scuole
per i contadini deWAgro Romano, the Societd Umanitaria, the
Consorzio Nazionale per rEmigrazione e il Lavoro, the Associa-
zione degli Inter essi del Mezzogiorno d'Italia] a new body was set
up immediately after the war for the newly annexed provinces,
the Italia Redenta.
The results of this long fight are difficult to estimate; statistics
are unfortunately not the best measure of educational and
cultural progress, but they can given an approximate idea of how
far the minimum instruction was given and received. In 1907,
out of 3,949,141 children bound to attend school, just over three
million were enrolled; this figure is made up of 1,260,317
children in the first form, 856,587 in the second, 607,317 in the
third, 181,323 in the fourth, 77,875 in the fifth, 18,749 *n ^e
sixth. Attendance was irregular, especially in the southern
provinces, where not more than half the enrolled children were
still at school at the end of the school year. In 1922 almost four
million out of 4,800,000 children were enrolled and about 80 per
cent of these attended regularly. The percentage of illiterates
over the whole population fell from 73 per cent in 1871 to 12 per
cent in 1930. No reliable figures can be given to show how many
of these five million illiterates were the residue of the large
proportion of people who had had no instruction in their child-
hood several decades ago, and how many of them were young
people who, even in the years immediately before the census was
taken, had no opportunity of going to school; but it is fair to
assume that only a very small percentage of the boys an4 girls
born about and after 1910 lacked any instruction. In fact, the
battle against total illiteracy had been almost won before 1922;
the task was left for the future years to bring it to an end and to
win the battle against semi-illiteracy.